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no prospect of improvement in the Principality. This may lead, though I hope it will not, to a coldness and renewal of old animosities. The Wallachians also are extremely exaggerated in their ideas, vapouring about Parisian theories of reform without applying themselves to the removal of practical abuses.
I find it not a little puzzling to keep a steady line of march between the Porte and Russia, to keep the peace and to respect the treaties on one side, and on the other to sustain the Porte's courage and to lay a foundation for real improvement in Wallachia.
At present Russia seems more disposed to force the Porte into measures of severity than to join with her in adopting those of improvement. If the Porte be pressed too hard, it is not impossible that she may appeal to the spectators. I would not put myself forward without necessity, but were the necessity to arise I could hardly err in trying by discreet and sensible means to rescue her from the humiliation of being forced to turn tail on her principles of benevolence and improvement. I am authorized to rely upon the concurrence of the Internuncio and of the French minister in such a contingency.
I find that General Aupick [the French minister] agrees entirely with my foreboding of what may probably result from the present increasing state of tension between the Porte and Russia. Neither party, I presume, intends any mischief bordering on hostility ; but the determination of one, the awkwardness of the other, and the antagonism of both, may at any moment lead as heretofore to sudden and incalculable results.
To
the same, 4 Nov.
I have learnt by a message from A'li Pasha this evening, that a long and angry despatch from Count Nesselrode has been communicated to him by the Russian Legation to-day. In substance it accuses the Porte of playing booty with the Wallachian revolutionists ; complains in particular of Fuad Efendi [the new commissioner], because he objected to the entrance of the Russian army into Wallachia ; and insists upon his being ordered to act in concert with General Duchamel and to institute proceedings against the leaders and abettors of the late revolution. Reshid appears to be as much disconcerted by this despatch as A'li was by Titov's note. One would think that they are too much committed to give way now. Yet they have no reliance on the Sultan's firmness, and Callimachi's reports of a conversation with you appear to have taken the wind out of the sails with which your last messenger supplied me in the shape of an instruction approving and supporting my language about the Princi-